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                Jackie in Malawi
                                                      February 2010

	So much for my resolution to write regular monthly newsletters!  Instead of getting better, I seem to have become worse and this letter is well overdue.  It seems rather ridiculous to be wishing everyone a Happy New Year now that we’ve nearly reached March!  Since my last newsletter there is now much to tell, but I will try to keep it brief.

	25th Anniversary Celebrations
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In September, Elim Malawi celebrated its 25th anniversary.  This was a big occasion and much preparation had gone into the event.  A few thousand people descended on the premises of the Elim Headquarters site in Blantyre for the weekend.  People arrived with enough food to cook for themselves and slept on any available space.  They were literally packed like sardines on the main church floor.  The meetings involved much singing and dancing and it was a very colourful event as everyone wore outfits made out of the specially designed commemorative cloth.  We had a number of special guest speakers including Ray Cotter from Northern Ireland who is the Area Missions Director for this region, and a delegation from Elim Zimbabwe, including Pius Munembe, the General Secretary.  It was also a pleasure to welcome a delegation from the Executive members of Elim in Mozambique.  There were also guest singers who ministered and also many of our own talented choirs.  

The weekend celebrations were then followed by a pastor’s conference where around 200 pastors remained for another three days of intensive training with the delegation from Zimbabwe and Ray Cotter.    

	Elim Bible College

	In October we saw the second group of students graduate from Elim Bible College.  Eleven students successfully completed the course and proudly received their certificates.  The training they receive is aimed to give them necessary tools to be more effective in their ministry in their villages.  Positive feedback was received from the students who say that the course has really helped them to have a greater understanding of the Bible and the work of the ministry.  
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A highlight for many of the students when they visit is that they have the opportunity to visit other churches with one of the missionaries who may be out in a village church on the weekend.  For many, they have never been very far outside of their own villages before.  I had the privilege to take four students with me to a weekend conference in Salima, which is about half an hour drive from the lake.  Although these students had lived in Malawi all their lives, none of them had ever visited the lake before.  So we took advantage of the long lunch break and drove to the lake.  It was a real joy to see their excitement and the expression on their faces when they first caught a glimpse of Lake Malawi and then proceeded to take off their shoes, roll up their trousers and venture in for a paddle.  That was an experience they talked about for many days following.


	Visit to Tanzania

	At the end of November I had the opportunity to visit friends, Jackson and Anna Kaluzi, in Dar es Salaam.  They were students at Regents Theological College in Nantwich, fourteen years ago so it was great to catch up with them.  I also had the privilege to preach at their international church, the Free Pentecostal Church of Tanzania. Dar es [image: image4.jpg]


Salaam is a huge city and parts almost felt a little westernized with shopping malls and ‘posh’ shops like jewelers and nice clothes shops.  This was an unusual sight for me as we have no such thing in Blantyre which feels like a little village in comparison!  Dar es Salaam also has the advantage of being on the Indian Ocean and Jackson and Anna live just 5 minutes away from the beach.  I enjoyed swimming in the beautiful clear, warm sea.  
I also had the opportunity to visit fellow Elim missionaries, Shaun and Karen Graham, who work in Dar es Salaam and saw the excellent work they are doing there, especially among the quarry children and bicycle boys.

	Future Plans

	We have now entered 2010 and this year is going to bring about many personal changes.  After having served in Malawi for nearly two-and-a-half years, it has been agreed that I will leave in the middle of April.  I am trusting that a new appointment somewhere in the UK will open up for me.  The last two years in Malawi have been a roller coaster ride, sometimes low and sometimes high and I am sad to be leaving.
 

The training of pastors is crucial to the work in Malawi and it has been fulfilling to help get the new Bible School established, the benefits of which are already being felt.  The region of Chikwawa which I was assigned to has seen many developments.  I have put a monthly pastors training day in place and this is making a tremendous difference with the work progressing well.  Many of the churches in this region are now taking communion on a regular basis and also baptismal services are happening more regularly.  I have loved being involved with the ladies work and have made some really good friends among them.  So whilst there is still work to be done at the Bible School and in other training areas, I have achieved what I was asked to do when I came.  
I would just mention that my relationship with the General Superintendent of Elim Malawi has, at times, not been easy, which I feel is mainly down to cultural issues because I am a woman in leadership!  This is disappointing and has contributed to me leaving a few months sooner that I had anticipated.

But God is in all these things and I am confident that the Bible School will go on to bigger and better things as pastors are trained and released and that God has something else in His plan for me in the days ahead.
I would appreciate your prayer that God will open up the right door for the future.  

	And Finally …

	Once again I thank all those who have continued to support me in so many different ways.  Without your support it would not be possible for me to carry out the work here in Malawi.  So, in whatever way you have supported me, whether it be through finance, prayer, e-mails, letters, parcels, I want to say a huge thank you.  

I hope that I will get another newsletter out before I leave Malawi, but judging from my track record ……..!!  

God bless you,

Jackie xx   
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