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Greetings in Jesus Lovely Name, from Malawi. Let me first apologise for a very long silence. As many of you know I returned to Northern Ireland at the end of September 2009 – January 2010 for furlough and Itineration.  During that time my mother had a fairly serious car accident and subsequent fall, so much of my time was taken up with that. I want to now take this opportunity to thank the Elim churches and Pastors whom I visited during that period.  Thank you for your encouragement and the many open doors I received to share the last two years of work here in Malawi. It really was my privilege to be among you and renew fellowship with many of you. Thank you for your generosity of Spirit.
THE YEAR AHEAD
I returned here in January to recommence a second two year term of service with the Elim Churches In Malawi, and now finally feel settled back into the work, so it’s an appropriate time to update you all viaNewsletter. On my return to Malawi I was accompanied by Amber Hillen. Amber is a member of my home church, Portadown Elim. Amber spent 9 weeks with us here and she assisted in one of our Orphan Primary schools, teaching music. She also worked with the worship team and the youth fellowship during her stay in our Headquarter church.  She was able to bring some new ideas and approaches in our musical direction here at Malawi.  I’m also pretty sure that she learned some new things from the children that she worked with. Thank you Amber for making the sacrifice to come and serve with us. We look forward to the fruit of that visit in the future lives of these precious children. Also thanks to my sending church Portadown Elim for releasing Amber to the work here. It reminds me again that we are one body in Christ and we should always be at the Father’s disposal to say, ‘Here am I send me’, wherever there is a lack in His body. 

[image: ]Also during the last month we had a visit from our Irish Missions Director. It was great to spend time with him and the team visiting various regional areas. Despite the rains (yes rainy season is definitely upon us) we managed to get to all our destinations with some assistance from the locals when we needed it. This picture was taken on our way to Kapote. We had to pass through a river bed to reach our destination and well. . we almost made it. . After quite a bit of digging and pushing we did get freed up and we had a lovely group of children and teachers waiting for us with lots of songs (many of them waded in to help us) on the other side of the river.



NEW AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY
[image: ]During the Director’s visit we looked at the way ahead this year. It was agreed that I will take on full responsibility for all 10 Elim Primary schools here in Malawi. I returned to find that the Malawian government have been busy with new policies and procedures for private schools.  This means I have a lot of work to carry out and goals to reach this year. Many of the new standards that have been set have resulted in lots of the private schools being shut down at an alarming rate. We are receiving many new children who have been affected by this. The very sad thing for me is that although we are getting good transfer letters for these children, stating that they have passed various standards etc, when we have actually added them into our classes many of them cannot even read.  Thank God for the government who really are clamping down on private schools that aren’t actually doing the work of giving these children a good education.  Although it means more work for many of us it really is encouraging that the children will now get a good education. This is something we have been praying for.
OTHER NEWS.
Also since my return I have recommenced my ladies work, youth ministry, preaching and we are preparing for our first bush conference in a few weeks time. I have restarted my ladies craft class and now have a beginner’s class, and a second group who are now ready to learn tailoring. In the youth group I have really been blessed to continue to work with these kids. Last year I carried out discipleship with them, and this year we are starting to include them in our actual youth meetings. Just last week we had a 15 year old girl preaching her first sermon on ‘Perilous times in the last days’. Praise God for this radical group of youth whom I am starting to see fruit from.  Also my ladies discipleship class has been spending our Thursdays fasting and seeking God for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, not only for themselves but for a new outpouring of God on all our work here. For the last few weeks God has really led us into deep intercession for the work, the churches and the country of Malawi. It has been a precious time in God’s Holy presence. We will continue in this mode until God shows us otherwise.  As I close my update I want to thank you all for your continued support for this work God is doing. As I have returned I have seen fruit beginning to develop in this work and God has reminded me that ‘He has chosen us to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last’. I pray that as we go forward this year we will see much fruit in places where we have wondered how God could ever break though.  God has told us and made a promise that, ‘Those who go out weeping bearing seed to sow,shall doubtless come again rejoicing, carrying [image: CIMG0433] sheaves with him’.  I have visited places this year and been totally overwhelmed by God, the same places that I visited last year and could only weep as I saw the need. I have returned and seen the hand of God has met those needs in miraculous ways and brought fruit were there was only brokenness. Praise God for the opportunity to be SENT OUT INTO THE HARVEST FIELD. May God surprise us again with His absolute Goodness. God bless you. 
Sincerely, Sonya Lester
All gifts/support should be sent to Elim International Missions, De Walden Road, West Malvern, WR14 4DFor to the Irish Missions Director as appropriate.  Thank you.
charity nos 251549/SC037754
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