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Ephesians 6:12 “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.” (NKJV)
  

Personal finance wouldn’t be something that I touch on. The topic of money general stays inside the remit of the work, the work and the work. I believe that we make our need known to God, knowing that He knows our need before it has left our mouths and the fine line between informing of need and manipulation should not be broached. But that is me and my opinion.

Having said that I find myself caught in a dilemma! The desire to share how awesome and brilliant our God is in meeting needs to Glorify His name, plus encouraging you and therefore talking about personal finance.

When I was a dentist, I lived by faith and as a missionary I also live by faith! As a Christian I firmly believe God doesn’t want us to live outside our means but be faithful stewards. As a student I have had student loans to pay, as a dentist HP on cars and a mortgage on a house. But I have never been in debt.

 Even as we started out in Brazil, God surprised us time and time again in how He provided for us a house, motorbikes, holidays, two child births, Rebeca’s surgery…………..the list is spectacular.

Over a year ago I ‘bought’, probably best said, became the owner of a pick-up. It was given to me for a good price and re-painted for free. It was given in the knowledge that it would be paid for as God provided! A year later and money hadn’t come in for the pick-up! A trip to Manaus to get passports had put even greater strain on the monthly finances, which only got better as I decided that as it had been three years since the family had been back to N.Ireland there was a ‘must’ for a family break. But bills kept on and keep on rolling in, washing machines breaking down, road tax to pay…..

 The debt was just increasing and the money wasn’t going on excesses or luxuries! There were many moments of saying God I don’t believe in being in debt, I really feel I am trying to obey your lead. You have encouraged me that if I stay in the land you will raise me up! But what is happening, I am sinking. I have experienced God’s power in so many different ways that I always encourage people not to give up, not to worry, that God can change things just like that! But it just seems so hard, our lives are lived surviving, the school manages by monthly and daily miracles………….God will this ever grow? Have I got this all wrong?

 And then there would come a real peace and blessed assurance, the knowledge and faith that God was in total control……………….but still no financial improvement.

 

But suddenly  last week came an Amen (this is not to say that there hasn’t been the nuggets of gold to encourage and affirm along the way). A suddenly on all fronts both personal and for the work of the ministry. Money came in to pay for the pick-up, the exact money owed and money came in for Rebeca’s kitchen (a dream since we married, which I had started over a year ago).

 A company has decided to support the work of the school, paying for the repairs needed for the kitchen and promising to support the school £1200.00/month for the next year.

 Then this week I got an encouraging email saying that a couple wanted direct debit forms as they wanted to support £50.00/month each!

God has put such a big vision in my heart, I often tell Him that He has got the wrong person. I have no desire to build an organization or buildings…………….my desire is to win souls……..my desire is to see the Power of God transforming lives. Yet my desire is to leave behind a structure that people can carry on with, a passing of the baton, if you will.

Yet I really feel without a shadow of a doubt that God has given strategies for this to happen.

 A base costs money

A boat costs money

Schools cost money

And the maintenance of the whole shebang costs money!

So somewhere along the line, I’m going to have to learn to talk about money, hoping that you will understand that I am not looking for your money! But your obedience to God if He prompts. That I can talk without it being misconstrued as a ‘poor me’ (because I think that I have been totally privileged to be called to live the life that God has planned……so many testimonies………have experienced soo much, but primarily have and am getting to know God in deeper ways). 

Thanksgiving
        Praise God for His provision both personal and ministerial.

        School has started back and it has been a real blessing, plenty of work in front of us this year. I am praying with the teachers each morning and we are seeing prayers answered.

        We are called as a church to be a House of Prayer to the Nations. On Friday we had our first 24 hour non-stop prayer and praise in the church. It was tremendous to see and the church is getting a real vision and heart to pray not just for Maues but for Nations and persons of different nations.

        All flights have been booked I will be in England from the 27th May until the 16th June. The family will then be arriving on the 17th June until 18th July to Dublin. I will continue in Ireland until the 15th August.

Prayer
        Transferring finances from England to Brazil (Maues). Once we spent 6mths chasing after money that was sent. It was finally returned to sender! Please pray that monies would arrive to Brazil through bank transfers without any problem.

         Six parcels have arrived in Manaus but still to be released/pass customs clearance and be sent to Maues. Please pray for favour and their arrival without further delay and without being charged import tax. They contain the uniforms, crayons, pencils and books.

        I believe we are coming into a new season. Please pray that all resistance would be overcome and channels opened and maintained open!

        Please pray for the trip to England and Ireland, for the children and Rebeca who will be travelling with her sister and niece but without me! It is a really long journey coming down river by boat and taxi/bus, then several flights over 24-29 hrs to finally arrive in Dublin……and then add on two very healthy hildren….baggage……weather change (40 degrees here in Maues).

        Continued protection over the family

        We (Rebeca and I) spoke to the Headmistress of the State School we used to visit. The Headmistress is keen for us to hold seminars, workshops, counselling, drama etc. A year timetable still hasn’t been established but please pray as we organize the church youth in preparation.

        We are getting to know the children as we enter the third week of this school year. Already there are some sad stories and situations that just break your heart. Do pray for the children and the staff as they reach out to these children and also visiting their homes.

 Thank you
Martin Davison
 If you would like to send an email please feel free to do so, to: - martydavison@hotmail.com
Blog site martydavison.blogspot.com, Website www.outreachamazon.com
Mobile number (receives txt from the UK):   00 55 92 8136 8320
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