Geoff and Erica Saunders 

Zimbabwe                  March 2010

 

 

Greater Things

I began this letter in January. I know you have been waiting to hear from us so my apologies for the delay in finishing it off and sending it to you.
Our theme for 2010 is Greater Things. The phrase Greater Things comes from Jesus words to his disciples just before his arrest and crucifixion.
John 14:12 "I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. "

Jesus was speaking to his disciples, encouraging their faith and assuring them that the work he had been doing while he was with them would go on. It would go on even though he was leaving them because they would be doing them. Jesus had been preaching and teaching about the kingdom of God and demonstrating its presence by the things he did.
We believe 2010 is a year of greater things for the Elim Churches in Harare.
 

Geoff presented this vision in greater detail to the Harare churches on our first Big Sunday of the year at Prospect on 31 January.

 

Attendance at the New Years Eve celebrations and all night prayer was good.

 

Just before Christmas Geoff went to Glen Norah with Pastor Bizimore Nyakusengwa. Bizimore is taking on the leadership of the Glen Norah church was has had problems in 2009 and attendance has dropped to less than twenty each Sunday. Bizimore came to faith in Mutoko under the ministry of Pastor Tom Riyo. He is now a chaplain in the Zimbabwe Army. His wife Ten-day has completed two years of a three year course at Bible College. Pray for them as they lead the church into the New Year. 

 

Our church’s national theme is discipleship. We shall be launching a new programme of basic bible teaching and discipleship training during the year. 

 

Now Erica has completed her pastoral diploma, she is looking for suitable opening for work in the field of counselling and is helping to run the lunchtime prayer and outreach programmes at our office in the city centre. One answer to prayer we have seen is the departure of a n’anga (medicine man) that had set up his surgery in a room adjacent to our office. 

 

Joseph is now in form four and will take his IGCSE’s in November.  His strongest subjects are Environmental Management and Mathematics but his great love is cricket. He is taking part in the provincial cricket trials for his age group over the weekend.

 

Elizabeth has graduated to Grade 7 (her last year at Gateway Primary School) and has become a prefect.  She is very serious with her school work but also enjoys her sport and came fourth in the school cross-country last week.

 

Geoff continues as deputy head at the High School. He is also be teaching one class of form one’s Mathematics. One of the other responsibilities he has is for the weekly staff prayer meetings on Mondays. 

 

Focus on Big Sundays

Every month we have a combined “Big Sunday” service at our Prospect Church where all our seven Harare and Chitungwiza congregations come together. Most of our churches now hire kombis to get their people to the service. This has helped many to attend who previously could not afford to make the journey from their “locations” (high density suburbs). Attendance has grown steadily during the last year from about 260 adults and children in February to 460 in November. We were grateful to receive a consignment of pews in a container from Northern Ireland and we are now organising the purchase of more chairs and benches to cope with our increasing numbers.

 

Increasing numbers are putting pressure on our limited toilet facilities so work has begun on the block to house our toilets and kitchen and pastor’s office. We are also looking forward to two teams from Northern Ireland joining us in the next week, one to complete the wiring of the main building and a second to work on the refurbishment at the mission hospital.

 

Worship is led by the district worship team made up of worship leaders from our different churches. Farai Munembe plays the keyboard and takes care of the PA equipment provided by the Mbare and Prospect churches. In new addition in January was a drum set recently acquired by the Mbare church. Most often Geoff or one of the other senior pastors preaches. It is an opportunity to share and promote our vision and activities. 

 

Big Sundays also provide and opportunity for special events. In October it was a baptismal service when we baptised thirty-one new believers. In 2009 we baptised over 80 who had decided to put their faith in Jesus and follow him. In November we followed the service with our Christmas party and in February we had a fund raiser to encourage giving to the running of our church office and the ongoing work on the church building.

 

 

Leadership Training

Last week Geoff took part in a training weekend attended by forty youth leaders and advisors from our churches. The main speaker, Dr Mugaviri, challenged the leaders to have a Biblical perspective on their own lives and ambitions and their plans for their groups.

 

This weekend Erica will be participating in a retreat for the women’s leaders from our Harare churches. Again, we anticipate about forty to attend.

 

The following weekend we are running a cell group leaders workshop. Some of our programmes have become a bit stale and we aim to stimulate new life and zeal for evangelism into our groups. Already one cell groups has run events to attract new members and preach the gospel which attracted crowds of forty or more and a cell group has been launched in a new part of town with fifteen attending their first meeting.

 

Thanksgiving for:

· numbers attending our services 
· evident zeal to do greater things 
· positive response to outreach efforts in our cell groups 
· departure of the medicine man from the office building 
 

Prayer Focus

· Plans to launch a new church in the dormitory town of Norton 
· Women’s leaders weekend 
· safe arrival and stay of the teams from Northern Ireland 
· the timely arrival and clearance of the container of materials 
 

All gifts towards our work in Zimbabwe should be marked 'for the Saunders' and sent to
Elim International Missions, Elim International Centre, De Walden Road, West Malvern, WR14 4DF
(cheques payable to Elim International Missions).
Or as appropriate to the Irish Missions Director.  Thank you.
Charity nos 251549 (England) SC037754 (Scotland)

