Jane’s News from Swaziland February 10
Hi there!
Well, while you are full swing in the midst of your winter, we are enjoying the sun in our summer time!  The year has got off to a hectic start with all sorts of disruptions and unexpected events coming at us but we still plod on moving ever forward albeit at a slow pace. 

Nokuthula (one of our Foster Parents) is doing very well in South Africa studying auxiliary nursing at the Africa School of Mission.  Long term my plan is that Nokuthula will be my replacement at Hawane Farm.   We thank God for an amazing answer to prayer.  In order to be registered with the South African Department of Health Nokuthula needed permission to study for one year from the Ministry of Health in Swaziland (although finances were paid for and a study permit had already been granted by Immigration.)  The Ministry of Health flatly refused to consent on the grounds that they do not recognise this one year course.  However, the South African officials have registered Nokuthula anyway so at least she will receive certification on completion of the course. This is highly unusual so we thank God for this answer to prayer.

Another miracle is that the Swaziland Nursing Council has made the decision to register me permanently in Swaziland so I don’t have to apply every two years.  This too is answered prayer.  When you are used to first world efficiency it is not easy to understand how a whole day can be used up in just queuing to see officials to be turned down at the last minute because they are now “finishing.”  It can be incredibly frustrating as so much time is wasted.  Nothing here moves fast and rarely does it go smooth!!
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       A large Python                  Bruce with a Boomslang       A Black Mamba – see the fangs!
One of the highlights for me this month was attending a snake course.  There are 83 different types of snakes in Swaziland but only 7 of them are deadly.  Of those 7, 4 have been found at Hawane farm.  The course focused on how to recognise the snakes and what to do in the event of a bite.  The speaker was from America and we all thought it highly amusing when he said the only two things you need to deal with a snake bite here is a mobile phone and a helicopter!  Again, when you are in “the bush” it can take more than an hour just to get to a tar road and then you have at least a 40 minute journey to a Clinic that doesn’t have anti-venom available.  The problem is Black Mamba venom can kill a person in 45 minutes!  It was useful for me to be able to put a teaching package together for the Farm workers and to link up with people who are prepared to catch venomous snakes for free!
At the end of last year I mentioned about our new project in Lavumisa.  This is at the bottom of Swaziland on the South African border.  It is very hot and dry, the incidence of HIV/AIDS is higher and the poverty is worse.   Our plan is to link up with Pastor Sabelo who has been working in that area for 13 years and open three children’s homes around his church.  We would also like to start a clinic as the nearest one is a 2.5 hour walk – one way!   The Chief of the area is late so one of the King’s sons is acting Chief and he has granted us land to build on and has given us a field for a Community vegetable garden.  I went to visit the area and it is absolutely stunning!  Please pray for us as we start this new venture.  The plans have been drawn up and we are waiting for a quote for the earth works.  
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   This is all the land for the project.                                This is the church & proposed Office
Please pray that God will guide us in this new venture, in particular for me as  I am so busy at Hawane I am not sure how to move forward to start another community project down there.  

Well, that’s all for now!  Thanks for all your support, God bless you!
Jane
Contact Details:
Jane Bradshaw, PO Box 1141, Mbabane, Kingdom of Swaziland.  

Landline – 00268 4424432.  Mobile – 00268 6539747. (Before 7pm GMT please!)  
Donations: Please write cheques to “Elim International Missions” but mark it for Jane Bradshaw and state whether the money is for personal or ministry use.  Send to Elim International Missions, De Walden Rd, West Malvern, WR14 4DF. Thankyou.  Charity numbers 251549 / SC037754.






