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The Lighthouse joyfully celebrated the arrival of 2010, with our traditional Gift Exchange game. This year the celebrations took place in the Potter’s Wheel Church building, which gave us lots of space for our growing LH family. After much hilarity, we settled down to usher in the New Year with prayer and singing; a beautiful time of worship to which all the Potter’s Wheel church were invited.
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The 2nd of January saw the arrival of the Dayton Ohio CLC team. They spent a week at Hawane CLC, running a soccer-camp reaching out to the children in the Hawane-Motshane community. It was the perfect holiday activity for the children, and the camp was very well attended, and much enjoyed.
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Then came the annual dental visit for all the Hawane Farm children- a little less fun than the soccer camp! However, with the encouragement of Nurse Jane in good oral hygiene practices, and the dedication of the house moms to checking that their children are actually brushing their teeth as they are supposed to (!) we’re delighted to report that there were hardly any fillings required this year, and the few that were needed were all tiny. Instead, the children could all enjoy (?!) having their polish, fluoride & fissure sealants. 

We are very excited about the opportunity of one of our house mom’s, Nokhuthula, to go and study in South Africa to become an auxiliary nurse. This will be a 10 month-training period, after which Nokhuthula will return to Hawane Farm to assist Nurse Jane with the care of the children on the farm, and with the community health care. 
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Meanwhile, Mandla’s walking is improving. Still no speech coming from him; he’d appreciate your continued prayers.

Thank you for your prayers for Banele. After a bit of a dip in his health in October, he bounced back, and was able to enjoy the rest of the summer – even daring a dip in the pool! He was top of his class at The Lighthouse School in December, and continues to do well this year.
All of the Hawane children did well in school last year – it was the best year yet for school results. Thankfully all those who needed places in Grade 1 were able to get into the local school, praise God, and are excited about now being in ‘big school’! Two of our teenagers moved up to the TCMI Life Skills School, and are enjoying their new level of responsibility, and new challenges. 
TCMI Life Skills School has now been on Hawane Farm for just over a whole year, and what a positive difference that has made to the farm. Recently, Timothy Makhanya transitioned from managing the Teen Challenge Emafini centre, handing over to Fritz Faro who is doing an excellent job of discipling the students there, and Tim and his wife, Chazile moved to live on Hawane Farm. Timothy is now heading up TCMI, and overseeing Hawane CLC church, working with Pastor Augustine, whilst Chazile continues her admin work at the ministry offices, and is involved with the worship at HCLC church. 
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Hawane CLC, is the pilot project for the ‘In Community By Community’ church planting concept (ICBC). The pastor’s home is beside the church, along with a couple of homes for widows & orphans, and there is a community vegetable garden, which folk from the church work in to produce food for those in the community not able to grow their own - mostly due to ravaging sickness or a poverty mindset. The community has been beset with suicides, HIV & AIDS, and a sense of hopeless.

The CLC community church is now a Christ centred oasis to the community. It is a life- giving, thriving centre of hope. From it regular mid-week Bible studies are held, as well as after-church classes on health, hygiene, and eventually this will extend to include life skills. The TCMI students are very involved in the church life, and reach out into the community by making regular weekly visits to assist with gardening, food parcel distribution, and accompanying Nurse Jane on her health visits. A feeding station is soon to be built. We are just praying for the funding. The hope is that through this kitchen, 150 vulnerable children in the Hawane area will be fed 3 days a week. It will be run by the community, for the community, with local volunteers from the community doing the cooking and serving the food. The children who receive the food will be expected to work for a short period in the church vegetable garden which will help to supply the food. 
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The impact on the community through this first ICBC project has been so positive, that we are on the threshold of launching the second ICBC project. This is to be in the Lavumisa area, at Ezindwendweni, which is approximately 2 hours drive away from Mbabane; very hot and very dry, with not much vegetation other than aloes, no running water, and no electricity. The statistics of HIV AIDS and child-led homesteads in that area are heartbreaking. Pastor Sabelo Gina, is an AOG pastor from Ezindwendweni, who established a church there 14 years ago. He currently lives a one and a half hour walk away from the church. The population we are targeting through Pastor Sabelo is estimated to be about 1500 people, scattered throughout very rough terrain. The aim is to replicate the Hawane model at Ezindwendweni, possibly extending it to include a small clinic. Training for staff will be done at Hawane CLC, and this has already begun. This is going to be a challenging project, due to it’s remoteness, and harsh conditions...but very exciting to see what God is going to establish, and how lives will be changes, and hopefully saved. 
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[image: image12.emf]Potter’s Wheel Church is growing too. Quite a difference in the building since we moved in January 2009  (pic left), to February 2010 (pic right)! More exciting than the developments in the building, though, is the growth in the spiritual lives of the congregants. Lives are changing, and the Lord is doing great things, restoring marriages and challenging us and stretching us all.  
It promises to be another full and exciting year. We are so grateful to all who come along side us, and make it possible to carry on the work, and to grow. Thank you so much for all you do to help.
Sincerely,
Helen and Kevin
