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	Greetings from a bright and sunny UK!  I can’t believe that I’ve already been back in the UK for four weeks and although I am missing many of the folk that I had come to love in Malawi, especially “my boys”, it has been good to see family and friends again.  It has also been nice to have constant water and electricity and all those other things that are often taken for granted.  

	Easter
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The final conference weekend for me was at Easter when we travelled to one of the rural areas on the edge of the Shire river down in Chikwawa.  This was the last time for me to stay in my luxury accommodation, fondly known as “The White House” or simply, “The Truck”.  As this is a particularly bad area for mosquitoes, it was a work of art trying to fix the mosquito net up!  Our Conference was due to start on Good Friday evening and so our party set off after lunch just as the heavens opened. At the first river, we joined the queue of vehicles waiting for the water to subside before it was safe to drive through.  After 20 minutes wait, we proceeded through and came to the second river which was much wider and deeper.  We waited here nearly 1.5 hours and there was no sign of the water subsiding.  Knowing there were many rivers to follow, and by this time it would soon become dark, we made the decision to return to Kapidigula and start out early the following morning.  Amazingly, when we travelled the next day there was hardly any water in these rivers which had been impossible to cross the previous day.  The journey went well until just before we arrived at the village.  We came upon a deeply muddied track and got stuck.  The party in the truck, plus some intrigued onlookers, rolled up their trousers and pushed me out a few times.  At one point I didn’t know how I was going to be able to manoeuvre, so I squelched through the mud on foot myself first.  Seeing no alternative, I climbed back into the truck and put my foot down on the accelerator, with the comfort of knowing there were plenty of people to push me out when I got stuck!  We were escorted to the village by a great crowd of singers and dancers who were evidently pleased to see us.
We were then able to proceed with the conference with teaching sessions Saturday morning and afternoon, followed by an evening celebration.  A great service was held on Sunday morning as we celebrated the resurrection of our Lord with much singing and dancing.  A good number of Elim churches from the surrounding areas met together for this occasion, many of them walking or cycling many hours to be there.  It had been planned to have a baptismal service but ironically the smaller river we were going to use had no water, despite the heavy rainfall.  And although we were so close to the great Shire river, it is simply too dangerous to enter since there are many crocodiles.  So unfortunately the baptismal had to be postponed. 
 

	Farewells
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The churches in Chikwawa gave me a tremendous send off.  The ladies wanted to get together the whole of the Thursday instead of the usual afternoon and have a special lunch.  So mid morning they arrived with their firewood and pots and pans, together with the ingredient for whichever dish they were going to prepare, ranging from fish, beans, eggs, vegetables, rice and, of course, nsima, without which no meal is complete.  Quite a feast was to be had.  It was very humbling to hear their words of encouragement and to hear testimonies of how they felt they’d grown in their walk with God.  Then then presented me with a beautiful chitenji (piece of wrap around cloth).
Another emotional day was held on the Sunday as I finally said goodbye to people who had become very special to me during my time in Malawi.  Tributes were given and a presentation made before the whole church lined up and came forward to shake my hand and hug me as their way of saying farewell.  



	Bertha – My Interpreter

	My departure meant a big change for my interpreter, Bertha, who had accompanied me to Chikwawa each week.  My departure means that she no longer is employed by Elim.  Bertha is 23[image: image4.jpg]


 years of age, a hard worker who has a very firm commitment to God.  Her father, who was a pastor of one of the Elim churches, died a number of years ago leaving a widow and five children with Bertha being the eldest.  This meant that she is the only bread winner for her family and as well as keeping herself, is expected to help the family financially, particularly school fees for her siblings.  She finished school in Form 3 and it is her long term goal to become a nurse, but first of all it is necessary for her to finish her schooling.  She has recently returned to school in the afternoons, which leaves her free to find a job in the mornings so she can support herself.  Please pray that she soon finds a suitable job.  In order for her to fulfil her dream of becoming a nurse, it will be necessary for her to find the fees for her training.  If anyone would be interested to contribute to these fees for Bertha, I would love to hear from you to see if we can make this young woman’s dream a reality. 

	What’s Next?

	At the moment, I am visiting some of those churches which have supported me financially and taking the opportunity to spend some time with my family in Wales.  I shall be attending the Elim Conference and shortly after going on holiday with some good friends.  
It is a good opportunity to reflect on the past 2.5 years and to consider the future and see what doors God opens up.  I am currently on the stationing list for Elim and I am confident that He who has guided me thus far will continue to do so.  I will keep you posted …. so watch this space!

I know I write this every time, but I really do appreciate and thank those who have made many sacrifices during my time in Malawi in supporting me financially.  In the current economic climate, I am aware of the struggles many face and I do not take your giving for granted.  Without the regular giving and your partnership, no matter how large or small, it simply would not be possible to have served the people in Malawi.  And to those who have supported me in so many other ways, I am also grateful and thank you.  We can never underestimate the value of those who have faithfully prayed.
God bless you,
Jackie.
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