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WILLARD & MARJORIE BAXTER

in The Philippines




 Greetings from the Philippines





                    April and May 2010
	

	BUSY IN THE LORD’S WORK
Dear friends, 

It’s been some time since we communicated, but as you remember Marjorie and I were in the U.K. for eight weeks from February to April before returning to our ministry in the Philippines.  During our time at home in the U.K we were able to visit several of our Elim churches and share about the work here with them. Not forgetting the quality time we spent with our sons, their wives and our grandchildren. Also our church family in Selly Oak Birmingham.

Well it was back to work and a busy schedule was waiting for us on our return. No sooner had we landed on April 17th, it was preaching in Montalban on Sunday 18th followed by a three day seminar  at Victory Church Fellowship C5 from Monday 19th to Wednesday 21st, then it back to Montalban, talk about a marathon! 

The following week started with a meeting with Bishop James, to spend time sharing about our visit to the U.K, and bringing him up to date on events. He also shared about events leading up to the sad passing of his wife Mammy Isaguirre. 

However days later it was my 61st Birthday, and as I not one to make a fuss Marjorie, Pastor Glenn, his wife Nadette and I went out for a meal to celebrate this blessed land mark in my life.  Our time in the ministry is never dull and there are always events that not only keep you alert but are also a blessing in disguise.  You see, weeks after we had returned we met up with Elim Missionaries Mark and Cora King from Cebu, when they and the youth leadership team of their church was visiting the City Gate project in Cogeo.

In order to comply with driving regulations here, I have now got my Philippines driving licence, however to go through the process it had set me back 4000 pesos. But having a Philippines licence doesn’t stop their traffic controllers stopping you and trying to get money from you for bogus traffic violations. 

One such event was as we were on our way to Montalban; remember that we have been travelling along the same road way every week for almost 5 years.  As we travelled and turned left at the Payatas junction going through the dump area, two controllers saw that we were foreigners and then stopped our vehicle, they then proceeded to tell us that the road was closed, but it was not true, because vehicles were still continuing along the same road while they were talking to us 

When I asked him for the alternative route to continue on our journey, one of them asked to see my licence. When I presented it to him, he was surprised to see that I had a Philippines driving licence.  Not knowing what to do next, he then tried to say we had committed a driving violation....when I asked him to tell me what was the violation....and when he could not tell me....he then asked for merienda (even though I knew it meant something to eat) ....when I asked him what is merienda....just to clarify his intention.....he then said snack.  

At that point I said no, and told him I will report this incident to my attorney....as soon as he heard the word attorney ....he gave me back my licence and said go. The road was no longer closed.  Here they are nicknamed as traffic crocodiles.  But not all traffic controllers are like that, praise the Lord, He keeps us safe. 

Never the less there are those testing situations that you really have no control over, and with that thought, you just have to make the best and use whatsoever is at hand to continue the work. On our last Wednesday midweek service in April, it was Mammy Marjorie’s turn to bring the message. All was well, we travelled from Quezon City to Montalban, just to find out there was “No Electricity” in the area, they were having a brown out as it is called. And to make matters worse there would be no electricity until the following morning at 7 am.

Then the Lord gave me some inspiration, what I did was to drive my car to the main door of the school we are using for the church, had all the chairs we needed to accommodate those who came to the evening service, and started the engine and put the lights on and that’s how we were able to have our midweek service by headlights. That evening Mammy Marjorie preached her heart out.  Thank the Lord for spiritual inspiration; “With God all things are possible.” Matthew 19:26
Early May saw the Philippines nation preparing for their general election, and to say this was an experience would be an understatement. You see on the 8th of May just two days before election, we experienced some of what happens when election bias gets out of control.  Roundabout midnight three of our Centellia sub division guards were shot while they were in the gate-house on duty.  Two died instantly. The other, who was left for dead, managed to get help and he was hospitalised and survived.

This incident affected our church community in many ways. Two of the guards were new converts to our church as a result of our Ondoy outreach evangelism.  One of the two who died was the father of one of our families from our church, and the one who survived was also from our Fill-Rock outreach.  But what was so shocking was that it happened about 70 yards from the school building where our church is held.

As a result of that incident Marjorie and I decided to stay at home on election day and not to venture out, furthermore it was our rest day.  We decided that we did not want to be in the wrong place at the wrong time!   

Days later we had to attend the wake of one of our cell group members who had died from cancer, leaving behind husband and four young children.  It’s bad enough having to cope with tests and trials in the ministry but sometimes these deaths have a real stressful effect on me, as a pastor.

On Tuesday 11th May our friend from Manchester England arrived here in Manila to stay with us for three weeks, she was our first social visitor since being here almost five years.  But she arrived at a very busy time, praise God she adapted to our schedule for that month.

On the weekend of the 15th we held our yearly LECFC Family Day Away, a bit like a mini one-day version of conference without the seminars, just to fellowship with the other sister churches in the Living Epistle group. Unfortunately for our friend Claire the sun was too hot on that day, the temperature was in the low 40s, so Marjorie had to take her back home; fortunately we were still in Quezon City.

However, with every busy stressful point in time the Lord brings our way that ray of joy.  On Sunday May 23rd Julia Derbyshire and the ladies team from City Gates Ilford came to minister at Montalban Church for the whole day. Despite the fiercely intense heat in Montalban that affected one of the team members, it was a wonderful day of fellowshipping and sharing a really cross-cultural moment in the life of our church. And we are all looking forward to their next visit.

The next day was Monday the start of our yearly V.B.S. (Vocation Bible School) for children; this was for one week from the 24th to 28th, and the theme of the week was “The Incredible Race” - let us run the race Hebrews 12:1.  On the Friday there were over 45 children from the ages of 4 to 12 that graduated. This year we had no teens, as they will be having their Youth Bible Outreach this coming June at Gethsemane Prayer Mountain. At that time there will be about 70 attending. 

Whilst I was in Montalban working with the VBS team, Marjorie was in Cogeo participating with the City Gates Ladies ministry team headed up by Julia Derbyshire, at their three day seminar “Above Rubies” designed especially for the women living in the area of Cogeo who attend the Church there. The seminar was an immense success and was preceded by a two day Medical Missions, assisted also by the Ilford City Gates Ladies.

As I said before a very busy month, and this brings us to our 4th Montalban Church Anniversary Celebration on May 30th an all-day event.  Who would have thought it was 4 years since Marjorie and I were blessed to plant and pioneer this church and since then been involving in its development.  Praise the Lord for choosing us to take on the challenge in his name.  During that time we have seen His mighty hands at work and the church community has grown and will continue by his grace. But it has not all been plain sailing, and certainly not without its sleepless nights.

But we know so well that the work still has a way to go yet before our journey here comes to a close.  The Lord has laid the burden on my heart to be the one to encourage the building of the Church Building here in Centellia Montalban. This task will I hope involve us all, if only in prayer. So let’s all unite in prayer for His provision and see where he takes us all on this journey...as we walk together.

The month has flown past even with its busy schedule and as we prepared for our friend Claire to return back to the U.K. we are preparing ourselves for the coming wet weather season...just praying and hoping that we will not have a repeat of last year’s rainy season, or another Ondoy.

May God bless and watch over you all each day until our next Newsletter, please pray for us and the things in our prayer request below.

God Bless you all.
Willard and Marjorie Baxter

	We praise God for;

· His continued provision & sustained Good Health.

· The doors that are opening for ministry & the church

· People who are praying for us faithfully 

· His blessing on all we do and for his guidance

· His love to us that is shown through so many different people.
Our prayer requests;

· For the work as it develops and grows in the church.
· That all plans and preparations for the New Church Building (ROHOTL Project) will go well.
· For us as we become more involved with the new community Outreach Evangelism program.
· Safe Protection daily  as we travel and minister.

· For all the 20 candidates of the up-coming  water Baptism on June 27th 2010.
· Please pray for our “finances both personal and for the Church”
All gifts towards the Baxter’s work in the Philippines should be marked “For The Baxter’s” and sent to Elim International Missions, Elim International Centre, De Walden Road, West Malvern, WR14 4DF, England 

(Cheques payable to Elim International Missions) Thank you.
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